24.   THE IMMIGRATION BILL

This Bill will be read a second time on the 24th instant when
we shall learn more about it than we do from merely reading it.
In order, however, to understand and appreciate its deadly effect
on the Asiatic communities of South Africa, it is necessary to go
back to what is somewhat ancient history. Those who have felt
interested in the Indian struggle in this land will recall how stre-
nuously the Government tried, by giving a forced interpretation to
Act 2 of 1907 and Act 36 of 1908, to prevent from entering or
re-entering the Transvaal a certain considerable class of minor
children of lawfully resident Indians, If they had succeeded in
their attempt, a large portion of the resident Indian population of
the Transvaal would have been obliged to leave the Transvaal
and face ruin. Happily, this attempt was frustrated by the public-
spirited action of the late Mr. Chhotabhai who, at great cost, took
his son's case to the Appellate Court and won it.1 Indians have,
ever since, watched every new move of the Government with the
greatest suspicion. The most recent events have but confirmed
the suspicion. Their circulars about wives and children mark the
second big attempt to reduce the number of resident population.
The Bill now before Parliament seeks legislative sanction for this
policy. And .every one of its restrictive clauses has to be studied
in the light of this bitter experience. For it should be remembered
that the Bill is not wanted for meeting any difficulty of European
immigration. It has been brought forward principally, if not
solely, to satisfy the passive resisters and to carry out the compact
entered into between the Imperial Government and the local
Government about the Indian settlement, And yet, instead of
carrying^out the spirit and the letter of it, and instead of liberalizing
the existing laws where they tell harshly against the resident Asiatic
population, the Bill represents a deliberate policy of ridding South
Africa of its resident Asiatic population. That is how General
Botha's statement that there was every desire, on the part of his
Government, to treat the resident Asiatics with justice and libera-
lity, is to be interpreted,
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1 The court of trial had ruled that   entry  of his  son's  name in   his
registration certificate did not entitle the former to register. Vid* Vol   X
pp. 361, 371-2, 402 & 404-5.                                                               '     '